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D. J. Sparr Critical Acclaim


“The music is accessible and enjoyable. Sparr's music has been called pop-Romantic, and the composer's own electric guitar certainly injects an element from the pop world, but it's a good deal more rigorous than such a description might suggest. The pieces here contain several basic modes that may alternate or interpenetrate: a light, percussion- and rhythm-oriented texture that draws only minimally if at all on jazz; a near stasis resembling minimalism in two cases marked "Calm"; and a dense semi-polyphony drawn from and labeled as the medieval interlocking technique of hocket.” (All Music Guide) 

“Electric guitarist D. J. Sparr's Jimi Hendrix-inspired solos were stylishly played. Spirituals combined with Sparr's impressive guitar picking in "Chicken Pickin" to bring the work to a powerful, momentum-building close.” (The Birmingham News on Sparr’s performance with the Alabama Symphony – March 2010) 

“He required as much virtuosity on the electronics as on the guitar. Utilizing hands, feet and knees he commanded the most fearsome array of rheostats, potentiometers, semiconductors, and integrated circuits this side of Cape Canaveral. And he concurrently accompanied on the guitar, improvising as he proceeded with astonishing know-how." (Classical Voice North Carolina on Sparr’s performance of Paul Lansky: Dancetracks) 

“pop-Romantic...iridescent and wondrous” (The Mercury News) 

“suits the boundary erasing spirit of today’s new-music world” (The New York Times) 

“an excellent soloist” (The Los Angeles Times) 

“wowed an enthusiastic audience...Sparr’s guitar sang in a near-human voice.” (Santa Cruz Sentinel)
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